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ACT I
Scene One

TIME:  March, the present.

SET: A loading dock for trucks.

AT RISE:  SAY O’MAHONEY, 30, with a black eye, is alone.  SAY wears sweats and Tennis shoes.  There are boxing gloves and turtle shells (cups to protect breasts) lying on the dock.  After a moment SAY takes a rumpled dress out of a sack and some low heels.  She takes off her sweatshirt and throws the dress over her head.  She takes off the sweat pants and tennis shoes and puts on the low heels.

Niko enters, he’s about 40, lean and muscular.  NIKO carries a male nut protector and boxing gloves..



NIKO

Did you run everybody off?



SAY

They went to visit someone at he hospital.  I have to go to a family thing tonight...I hate wearing a dress.

(SAY examines the nut protector.)



SAY

You box?



NIKO

Used to.



SAY

You came to the right place at the wrong time.  I’m Say.



NIKO

Niko.



SAY

You been here before?



NIKO

Yeah.  Will Donzeck told me about it.  About you.



SAY

What’d he say about me?



NIKO

Good things.



SAY

He’s okay.  Were you wanting to put on the gloves?



NIKO

Maybe.



SAY

And wear that?



NIKO

I always wear this.



SAY

You guys have that problem.  I suppose you know what these are?



NIKO

Turtle shells.  So I hear you’re thinking about goin’ into the ring.



SAY

It’s not lady like.



NIKO

Women warriors existed throughout history.



SAY

Yeah but my mother wants me to make babies and be a good wife like she is.  I have to go out to dinner with her and my stepfather tonight.  In fact I’m not looking forward to telling them that my husband and I have been separated for a month and I've been living in my car.  He says that the sex was great but I didn’t keep the house clean.



NIKO

Some women aren’t cut out for that.



SAY

Tell my parents that.



NIKO

How old are you?



SAY

Thirty.



NIKO

So.



SAY

Yeah, well, you know.  I tried to be what they wanted.  Anyway after me and my husband separated  I got the job here loading trucks and one thing led to another.

(SAY gestures to the gloves.)

We just do it to blow off steam only someone gave me this black eye which I’m gonna have to explain.  And I put someone in the hospital not meaning to. 
(NIKO takes off his pants.  HE’S wearing boxing trunks.  HE buckles on the nut protector.  SAY kicks off her shoes, pulls off her  dress, puts the turtle shells over HER breasts  and gets back into HER sweats and tennis shoes.)



NIKO

Yeah.



SAY

Are you working for someone?



NIKO

No.



SAY

I don’t want to hurt you.



NIKO

We’ll start out slow.

(NIKO and SAY begin to box.  NIKO is strictly defensive.  HE indicates for SAY to come to HIM.  SHE becomes the aggressor. THEY box for awhile.)



NIKO (Cont’d)
Ramp it up!

(SAY intensifies.)



SAY

I don’t want to hurt you.



NIKO

More.



SAY

You sure?

(NIKO tags her pretty good with a solid punch.  SAY explodes.  One of  HER punches catches NIKO and knocks him down.  HE gets right back up.)



SAY

(Indicating time to Take a break)

Gong!



NIKO

No, keep going, you didn’t get me.  I just lost my footing.

(SAY and NIKO continue.  SAY goes after HIM and HE  knocks HER guard down and has a clear shot with HIS right.)



NIKO

(a light jab)

Pop!



SAY

Do you know where I could get a real fight?



NIKO

Yeah.  There’s a woman in Kuitan called Bacon.  Takes on all comers.  You’re big enough to go in the ring with her.



SAY

Is she a real fighter?



NIKO

Used to be.



SAY

You’ve seen her fight?



NIKO

Yeah, a few years back she was gettin’ some light heavyweight bouts.  Now she fights in a bar in Kuitan.



SAY

I hit you pretty good, huh?



Niko

No.



SAY

Liar.



NIKO

Okay, that’s the first lesson.  Never let your opponent know she’s hurt you.  It makes them lose confidence.  Interested?



SAY

You know..yeah.  I am but I got to go now.

(SAY quickly changes back into HER dress.)



NIKO

I’ve Trained women fighters.



SAY

I can tell.



NIKO

I can teach you the science of boxing and also how to engage the shadow.



SAY

What’s that?


NIKO

Psychology.  It’s what takes you to a higher level, to the spirit plane where fights are won.



SAY

I’ll ask my parents.  No, I’ll tell them.  It’s about time.  No babies.  No wearing dresses and “shoes”.



NIKO

I have clippings.



SAY

Niko.  I knew what you wanted before you spoke.  Get me the fight.  Let’s do it.



NIKO

I’ll get back to you.  I keep my word.



SAY

I know.



NIKO

I’ve set goals for myself and reached them.



SAY

Niko, shut up.  I said yes.  Zip up my dress.  Hope I didn’t break your jaw.

Curtain

Scene Two
TIME: Six months later, late afternoon.

AT RISE:  SAY and NIKO both have gloves on.  NIKO wears a head protector also and nut protector.  SAY wears turtle shells.  SAY and NIKO box.



NIKO

Ramp it up!

(SAY is more aggressive)



NIKO (Cont'd)
You’re holding back!



SAY

I’m saving it for the fight.



NIKO

You need to start going to that level with me.



SAY

Niko, I might hurt you.



NIKO

Don’t worry.



SAY

You’re not hitting me hard.



NIKO

I could.



SAY

You do it, I’ll do it.

(They box some more.)



NIKO

We need a sparring partner but nobody wants to do it unless they get paid.



SAY

I wouldn’t if it were me.



NIKO

Right now, you lose this fight.



SAY

That helps my confidence.



NIKO

Come on!



SAY

I’ve never gone in a ring.



NIKO

Just ramp it up!

(THEY box some more.)



SAY

How’s that?



NIKO

Not good enough.



SAY

I know what’s wrong.



NIKO

What?



SAY

I’ve been waiting for you to say it.



NIKO

What?



SAY

Niko....

(SAY sits down.)



NIKO

What?



SAY

I can’t be..Oh, man...Niko, you and I are gonna have to stop...



NIKO

We’re like one.



SAY

I’ve never got this close to anyone...



NIKO

Two people, who totally connect, can tap into eachother’s energy.



SAY

It sounds good, Niko....



NIKO

It has wider implications.  I’m not telling you what to do.



SAY

What are you doing?



NIKO

I’m empowering you.



SAY

If empowering means what you say it means then doesn’t it mean giving me the freedom to decide if I want to listen to you?...You need to listen to me.



NIKO

Yeah, but fights aren’t won by fighters.



SAY

You have a theory you just always wanted to try out.



NIKO

Boxing is a science but stochastic factors are always there.



SAY

So you’re gonna throw another big word at me.



NIKO

Stochastic factors are what we can’t know.  Like random variables.



SAY

I understand.  So you’re sayin’ you don’t know.



NIKO

I don’t know you.



SAY

I got to say this, Niko.  We have to stop sleepin’ together---I can’t have you in my bed and then be takin’ your head off.  So can we quit doin’ the dirty deed until after the fight?



NIKO

...Good idea.



SAY

Were you thinkin’ the same thing?



NIKO

...Yeah.



SAY

Liar.



NIKO

I want you to be honest.



SAY

Well then you be honest.



NIKO

Let’s hold off for a while.



SAY

I’d like that.  Nothing personal.



NIKO

Don’t hold back.

(SAY and NIKO begin to box.)



SAY

So.



NIKO

Now you’re fightin’ like you knew what you were doin’.

(SAY really goes after NIKO.)



SAY

I can ramp it up even more.

(SAY knocks NIKO down.)

Curtain
Scene Three
TIME:  the same day, concurrent with previous scene.

SET: DESIOME’s room at home.

AT RISE:  DESIOME, 30, attractive,  is on her cell phone.  She is very unenthusiastic.


DESIOME

(to phone)

...Yeah.  Finally, hello...It’s okay.  I wonder if you have...I wonder if you have...The weekend after next...Yes, if we get right to it...I wonder if you have...he weekend after next.  On Saturday, maybe Sunday.  We’re coming down from Seattle....Does it have its own bathroom?...I saw the brochure.  How far to the beach?...Do you have a bar?...What beds?...I was hoping for king but no matter....Me and my fiancée.  He really is....Do you have TV?...Is here an X-rated channel?...Good for you. I’m happy you don’t offer that.   It’s just perfect...Paul Reuel.  R..e..u..e..l....10/07....No problem.  Want the number?....1412 6788 3110 8883...Yes.

(Lights dim to denote passage of time.  Lights come up. Only a few minutes have passed.)



DESIOME (Cont'd)
I need to talk to Paul...Transfer my call.  It’s important....Just do it, Maple....
It’s me....I got the b & b....It’s a very proper place, for proper people like us.  No porn channel....I love you, Reuel....Bye, Reuel.

(DESIOME pushes the off button.)

Can’t fucking wait.

Curtain

