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	September 30, 1992, Wednesday.



	PLACE:
	Seattle, Washington.



	ACTION:
	ACT I

Scene One - 7:30 a.m……………………..1
Scene Two - 12:30 p.m., same day……….35
Scene Three - 2:30 p.m., same day……….64
ACT II

4:00 p.m., same day………………………73


	SET:
	An espresso cart is on stage.  There is an entrance to the street and to a social service agency.  There are chairs or places to sit and a trash can.  A sign reads "Nathan Eclipse/Billy Cudworth - 'Presso Perfecto, Salvavidas."




SSP was first tried out in 1993 at The New City Theatre Playwright's Festival.

A revision was staged for the Seattle Fringe Theatre Festival in March of l994.

In a review for the "Fringe Festival Rag" Bronwyn Doyle wrote "It, (the safe sex party) seems to have thrown everyone out of whack and some people into the sack.  SSP  is a play about people and relationships, gays and straights, life and death.  Come out, come in, and definitely come to this one."

For contest purposes, the play in this version,  much revised after the work in progress tryouts, can be classified as "unproduced."  Any full production would be a premier.

Act I

Scene 1

	TIME:
	
	7:30 a.m.



	AT RISE:
	
	NATHAN ECLIPSE, 40's, is behind the counter of the expresso stand.  POLLY MCSHANE, 30's, attractive, somewhat pale, is sitting nearby.






NATHAN

There was a safe sex party last night.



POLLY

For the office?



NATHAN

Yes.



POLLY

I hope someone told them there is no such thing as safe sex.



NATHAN

You're looking fabulous.



POLLY

I'm having a good day.



NATHAN

I'm glad you came by, Polly.  It's been a while.



POLLY

I can still drink coffee.



NATHAN

It's plugged in, baby.



POLLY

I need a fix.



NATHAN

I know what you need.



POLLY

You know everything, Nathan.

(LEONARD HAYWORTH, 50's, enters.  He wears a suit and dress shirt but carries a backpack with a blanket.)



LEONARD

Good morning, my fellow early birds.



NATHAN

Hello, sir.



LEONARD

A rare sunny day here in the great Pacific Northwest.



POLLY

Yes, it is.

(LEONARD looks at the menu.)



LEONARD

Let me see.



NATHAN

We're not open yet.



LEONARD

Is there someplace I can wash up?



NATHAN

The social service agency's open by now.

(NATHAN gestures to the office door.)



LEONARD

(Putting down his pack.)

Will you keep an eye on this for me?



NATHAN

Sure.



LEONARD

I don't suppose there's much danger of anyone taking it.

(LEONARD exits to the office.)



POLLY

You'll have to watch it so no one throws it away.  Poor old duffer.  So what's happening at the office?



NATHAN

There's a new trainee that's supposed to be hot stuff.



POLLY

Got your hopes up, huh?



NATHAN

I'm through with men.



POLLY

I think I am too.

(EVE DALLIMORE, 40's, enters from the street.)



EVE

Hi, Nathan.  Oh, well, hello, Polly.



POLLY

Hi, Eve.  How's David?



EVE

He's fine.



POLLY

I suppose he's growing up now.

(To NATHAN)

I used to babysit.



EVE

Yes, you did, didn't you.  Tall double, Nathan.  Didn't get much

sleep.



POLLY

Did you go to the safe sex party?



EVE

Yes.  I thought I should inform myself...as the mother of a thirteen year old.



POLLY

How was it?



EVE

Don't ask.



POLLY

I'd like to see David.



EVE

He's pretty busy these days.



POLLY

I'd just like to say hello.



EVE

I'd rather you didn't.



POLLY

Why?



EVE

I just think it's best.



POLLY

You know you're gonna get him all screwed up if you try to decide who he can and cannot see.



EVE

You shouldn't get excited.



POLLY

Don't "Mom" me!



EVE

I know you're not going to seduce him.   I just don't want you giving him advice.



POLLY

What I could tell him would be stuff he needs to hear.



EVE

I'm sure you think that.

(LEONARD enters from the office.)



LEONARD

(Seeing the "Nathan and Billy" sign)

Got that coffee ready yet, let me guess...Billy?



NATHAN

I'm Nathan.



LEONARD

I stand corrected.



POLLY

Billy's dead.



LEONARD

"Pale brows, still hands and dim hair, I had a beautiful friend."



NATHAN

What'll it be?



LEONARD

What have you got for a buck?



NATHAN

Americano.



LEONARD

Do you happen to have any day old croissants?



NATHAN

No.



POLLY

Give him one on me, Nathan.



LEONARD

(To Polly)

I couldn't.



POLLY

You'd better.



LEONARD

I have a job interview today.



EVE

I'll tell you what.  I'll buy your coffee.



LEONARD

You're very kind.  I feel unmasked.  I slept under a bridge last night.

(To NATHAN)

Thank you for not running me off.



EVE

We're all only a few paychecks from losing everything.



LEONARD

I'm healthy.  I don't have AIDS.



EVE

What's your name?



LEONARD

Leonard.

(PACIFICA enters, 20's, athletic.)



PACIFICA

(To EVE)

Hi, partner.



EVE

Don't remind me.



PACIFICA

There was something you said last night about anal intercourse that I don't understand.



EVE

(To LEONARD, apologetically)

We had a safe sex party.  It's not as bad as it sounds.



LEONARD

Sounds to me like the fall of the Roman Empire.



PACIFICA

Eve was my partner at the party.  She got the condom on backwards.



EVE

On his finger.



NATHAN

Hi, sailor.



PACIFICA

I'm not in the navy.



POLLY

(Aside to NATHAN)

Ooops!



NATHAN

I know who you are.  You're Lashawn's new trainee for an emergency shelter job.  I'm Nathan.



POLLY

Nathan knows just about everything about everybody.



NATHAN

Except Polly.



PACIFICA

You won't believe this, but I've never had expresso.



POLLY

(Correcting)

Espresso.



PACIFICA

(Looking at the menu)

What is it?



POLLY

It's 1992 and I'm constantly amazed by what people don't know.



NATHAN

Why don't you find out?



PACIFICA

I haven't been paid yet.



POLLY

Give him one on me, Nathan.



PACIFICA

Thanks...Polly.



NATHAN

(To EVE)

Here's a couple of double Americanos.



PACIFICA

(To NATHAN)

You're fast.



EVE

(To PACIFICA)

These are mine.

(EVE gets the two cups at the counter.)



LEONARD

Don't forget the croissant.

(NATHAN puts two croissants in a bag and gives them to EVE.)



EVE

(To POLLY)

I'll get all this.

(EVE pays NATHAN.  She takes everything to LEONARD.)



PACIFICA

Don't you have any just coffee?



NATHAN

You have to go to the mini mart for that.



EVE

There.



LEONARD

As I was sleeping under the bridge I kept thinking of that poem by Yeats:  "And I will arise now and go, and go to Innisfree."



EVE

Go on.



LEONARD

"And a small cabin  build there, of clay and wattles made:

Nine bean rows will I have there, a hive for the honey bee,

And live alone in the bee-loud glade."



PACIFICA

(Calling to LEONARD)

They're hiring at McDonald's.



POLLY

Leave the old duffer alone!



EVE

He has a job interview.  I heard you say that.



LEONARD

Yes.  I'm taking a typing test at nine.

(To PACIFICA)

I typed 55 words a minute for ten minutes in army clerk typist school.



EVE

How many words off for an error?



LEONARD

Twenty, and I only made three errors.  Three in ten minutes.  Of course we'd been practicing an hour a day.  But still.



PACIFICA

That's your war story, huh?



EVE

Mind your own business, Pacifica.



POLLY

That's your name?



PACIFICA

Yes.



POLLY

Pacifica?



PACIFICA

Yes.



POLLY

Where's you get a name like that?



PACIFICA

It was the name of my father's girlfriend at the time I was born.  How can I help being a joker with a father like that?

(Indicating the office)

You work here?



POLLY

I used to.



PACIFICA

What's good?



POLLY

You might try an Americano.



PACIFICA

What about expresso?



POLLY

Espresso.



PACIFICA

Espresso's cheaper.  What is it?



POLLY

An espresso machine forces steam thru the coffee so it gets all the flavor out of it.  An Americano is espresso diluted with hot water.  Where are you from anyway?



PACIFICA

Wyoming.



POLLY

Wyoming?  You're a long way from home.



PACIFICA

Yes, ma'am.  So what's regular coffee cost at the mini mart?



POLLY

I don't know.



PACIFICA

It's got to be a cheaper way to get caffeine.



POLLY

Don't worry about it.  I'm buying and I'll get you all the caffeine you want.  Nathan, one triple and a single with a splash. 
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