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Sitting Ducks

by George Savage Jr.

	CAST:
	M&M

RUE

NEDRA

FAUST

WOMAN



	TIME:
	June, in the 90's.



	PLACE:
	A parking lot area, outdoors.



	ACTION:
	Scene 1: Saturday morning……..………….1
Scene 2: That evening…………………….17
Scene 3: Later the same evening………….34


	SET:
	


1/6/94

BRIEF SYNOPSIS OF PLAY

Nedra, a professional (paid) event coordinator has been  hired to run a volunteer fund raiser for the homeless.  The  concession is event parking for a weekend community fair.  She is assisted by a side kick, M&M, and two volunteers:  RUE who is hitting on her, and FAUST who resents having a woman in  charge.  Nedra quells rebellion, flirts, and manages to get  through the first day, but when they start to count the money  they quarrel loudly and are robbed.

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PLAY

I was a volunteer for a parking fund raiser for a  community fair and there was disagreement between the dedicated  and well meaning volunteer coordinators.  The events of the play  in no way resemble the experience of what happened.  I merely  borrowed the situation and background.

In September of l993 I brought together some actors who  did improvizations on the theme and with their input the  characters and situation began to take place.  They ad-libbed  many lines that I used.  One actor was German and created the  character of M&M.  One actor played the saxaphone and we wrote  that into the play.  The play was directed by Roi Martin Brown  for the New City Playwrights' Festival in November of l993.   There were three perfomances before the festival and two in the  festival.  This version is a revision of the play based on what  I learned from the production.

Ours was a traveling production, four different  performance locations, rehearsals in front rooms of houses. The actors weren't paid except in free beer from donations.   Our props--some plastic stairs, a wheelchair, a plastic milk  carrier, and an ice chest--all fit into the back of a car. I mention this to clarify that this was more of a workshop tryout  production of an earlier version, and would hope the play would  not be disqualified from contests.

Scene 1

	TIME:
	
	Saturday morning.



	AT RISE:
	
	RUE is playing "Harlem Nocturne" on his saxophone.  After a moment NEDRA enters and listens.  He stops when he notices her.






NEDRA

Don't stop!



RUE

What do you want to hear?



NEDRA

What kind of songs do you play?  What is that?



RUE

What do you think it is?



NEDRA

Clarinet?



RUE

Guess again.



NEDRA

Saxophone?



RUE

Guess again.



NEDRA

Saxophone.



RUE

Yeah.



NEDRA

You play beautiful.  Keep it up.



RUE

Aren't we supposed to be getting ready to park cars?



NEDRA

Screw that.  Play your horn.  It sounds incredible out here by the canal.  Play!

(RUE plays some more of "Harlem Nocturne.")



NEDRA

I think I'm in love.



RUE

It's just the tune.



NEDRA

Don't stop.



RUE

You're not hard to satisfy.



NEDRA

I know what I want but I just can't get enough.

(RUE plays some more.)



NEDRA

If Woody Allen played his horn like you he could pick up girls every night and he wouldn't have to go home to his loving family and get into trouble.



RUE

Do you know what you're sayin', lady



NEDRA

It's the truth.  It's hard to resist a good blues on a shiny saxaphone.  I happened on four women playing on the top of a bus --all playin' saxaphones with a big crowd around in the sunlight.  They played so it sent chills up my spine.  It was so beautiful I wish it never happened.  I wanted to love them honies good.  If you play here tonight after it's over, play just for me, I'll buy you a pizza and make it worth your while.



RUE

Make it veggie with thin crust.



NEDRA

I can't believe I just said what I just said. The damn music makes me talk like that.  It casts a spell.  Play some more anyway.  But don't get up on the top of a bus or I'll forget why I'm here.

(RUE plays on for about three minutes.  Then FAUST enters with M&M.  Each carries a big cardboard box.)



FAUST

Good morning.



NEDRA

Hi, Faust.  It is Faust, isn't it?



FAUST

We've been in three meetings together.  Yes.



M&M

Isn't it a beautiful day.



NEDRA

Shhhh.  Let him play.



FAUST

I think we've got better things to do.



NEDRA

I want M&M to hear.  Play.

(RUE  plays.)



FAUST

We're not here to play music.   We're here to raise money for the homeless.  We brought two boxes of tee shirts.  I've got the check-in list for the volunteers.  This is what I want to happen--



RUE

You're not in charge here, Faust.  The little lady is.



NEDRA

Little lady?



RUE

What?  Don't you like bein' called a lady?



NEDRA

Just call me Nedra.  And yes, I am in charge.



RUE

Yeah, but Faust is right.  It's time to put away the horn.  Will you allow me to do that?



NEDRA

Very well.



RUE

I'm just here to do what you want, Nedra.  If you say stop, I'll stop.  If you say don't stop, I'll continue.  I'm easy, lady.



M&M

Give her an inch and she'll take a mile.



NEDRA

Shut up, M&M.



M&M

She's mean to me.  Isn't there a blues song?



NEDRA

Okay, so we got the shirts.  All covered with advertising.  But free!  Hey, my favorite shirt is "Just say no to decaf."



RUE

What about "Bad women drive fast and kiss slow.?"



FAUST

What about "Jog nude, it adds color to your cheeks."



NEDRA

We have work to do.



M&M

"Nine out of ten kids prefer crayons to guns."



NEDRA

Shut up, M&M.  Is this all the tee shirts?



FAUST

There's more but we need them for tomorrow and we don't want people ripping them off. 
 NEDRA How about if you be in charge of tee shirts?



FAUST

Anybody with half a brain can do that.  I think I can handle a little more than just being in charge of tee shirts.  I think I can be given just a little more responsibility.  I mean, I could run this whole operation.



RUE

Yeah, but you're not the man today, Faust.  Face up to it and do what you're told.



NEDRA

The way these things work is that each person takes a little piece of responsibility and takes care of that, like the shirts.  That's all.



FAUST

I'm going home rather than do the shirts.  I'm reporting this also.  I'm on the committee.   I know the whole operation.  I helped get them to let us do this.



NEDRA

What do you want to do besides be in charge?



FAUST

I want to oversee this operation.



NEDRA

Isn't overseeing the whole operation the same thing as being in charge?



FAUST

I represent the committee who hired you so--yes, you are accountable to us.



RUE

Hey, I'm on the committee too and just quit tryin' to take over, Faust.



M&M

That's Nedra's role.



NEDRA

Stay out of this, M&M.



M&M

She uses me as the pecking chicken.



FAUST

I will say this about the tee shirts.  I don't think anyone should get one until they are through volunteering.



NEDRA

I'll let whoever's in charge of tee shirts decide that.



RUE

People look better with a tee shirt on.  It's like a uniform.  The orange vests just don't do it.



FAUST

The orange vest is respected as a uniform of authority throughout America.



M&M

Can I have a tee shirt?



FAUST

No.



NEDRA

Take one.  I'm in charge.    Now listen up.  First of all, will all of you be here all day?



FAUST

We all said we would.  I'm a man of my word.



RUE

I'm in.



M&M

I wanted to take time off to see "The Amazing Colossal Man."



RUE

You mean the Hammering Man.



M&M

I do not.  "The Amazing Colossal Man" is at the Neptune and it's only on this one day and I haven't seen it since I was a little boy.  A man is exposed to an plutonium blast-- and it makes him grow into a giant.

(M&M stands on something and spreads his arms as he becomes the giant.)



NEDRA

You can go but you have to come back.



M&M

I need some money.



NEDRA

That's your problem, M&M.  What happened to the ten dollars I gave you?



M&M

I had breakfast.



NEDRA

I'm not workin' my butt off so I can give it all to you for breakfast and movies.  I gave you a tee shirt.



M&M

I can panhandle if you force me to.



RUE

Here.

(RUE gives M&M $5.)



NEDRA

You're spoiled.



M&M

If I had a car I'd get a bumper sticker like the one on that Porsche.  It reads "Linda's spoiled and she loves it."



RUE

I think I could connect the dots on that picture.



M&M

I want you to explain that.



RUE

Children have playbooks with numbered dots and when they draw lines from one to two and two to three and so on it makes a figure.



M&M

I know that but when does the dots connect for Linda.  Oh, I think I can figure that.  It's sexist.



RUE

You brought it up.



M&M

One pays the price for being a Linda.



NEDRA

Shut up, M&M.



M&M

See.



FAUST

I have a freezer full of soft drinks and snacks to give to the volunteers.  I figure they'll be hot out in the sun and hungry.



NEDRA

That's fine but that's not the main concern here.



FAUST

An army travels on its stomach.



RUE

They're only gonna be doing two hour shifts, Faust.  Is all that comin' out of your pocket?



FAUST

No, I'll submit it as an expense.



RUE

We never talked about that at the meetings.  Who are you to run up expenses?  This is a fundraiser for the homeless, not a promotion for some sales scam.  They already get a tee shirt.  Too many give-aways are a sore spot with me because of what someone tried to sell my mother.   You know what someone tried to sell my mother?  You'll never guess.  He brought her flowers when he came to the door.



NEDRA

We're getting off the subject.



M&M

I'm very interested in finding out what they tried to sell your mother.



NEDRA

Shut up, M&M.



M&M

What was it?



RUE

I'll tell you later.



M&M

I want to know now.



RUE

A bed that went into different positions, jiggled, rumbled, all controlled by a touch of the hand.



NEDRA

Hey!



M&M

Sounds like fun for her.  Is there some reason you don't want your mother to have fun in bed?



RUE

How did we get on this?



M&M

You brought it up though and I'd be interesting in knowing why you are so testy about discussing it.



NEDRA

How did we get on this?



FAUST

Rue has a mother fixation.



RUE

I have a mother.  Let's just leave it at that.



NEDRA

Someone has to wave in the cars.



M&M

I make a good waver.  Parking, this way.  Hey!  Parking.  Hey!  Park your car this way.  Parking for the fair.  Fair parking for only five dollars.  Hey!



NEDRA

Park it, M&M.  Someone has to take the money.



FAUST

I can do that.



RUE

Let her finish.



NEDRA

Someone has to actually direct cars to parking places, keep them in rows, not let them get blocked in.



M&M

And who gives out the tee shirts?



NEDRA

Not someone who's going to be at the movies.



FAUST

The tee shirts will be here at the volunteer checkpoint.



NEDRA

Do you have a problem with a woman being in charge?



FAUST

I have a problem with being sure we get all that we can today.  We don't want to just make enough to pay your exorbitant salary and not much more.



RUE

And pay for juices and snacks.  What did you spend?



FAUST

Less than $100.  It was money well spent.



RUE

You are not in charge.



FAUST

I could be playing golf but I'm here to help the homeless.  I just don't know if the rest of you care.  I say this not because one of you is a woman, happens to be a woman, and a woman who is allegedly in charge.



NEDRA

Not allegedly, Mr. Faust.  I am in charge.



FAUST

What bothers me is that you see it as a just a job.  Just providing convenient parking for fairgoers.



NEDRA

What more is it?



FAUST

I don't think you're even remotely aware of what's happening in this city, in this country.  Money is being wasted and thrown away on ineffective programs.



RUE

You know what your trouble is, Faust?  You take everything too seriously.



FAUST

I'd expect that from you.



RUE

You and I have a very basic philosophical difference.



NEDRA

Not now.
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